To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2 October 2023
at St Peter’s Church, Belmont
Present:
Councillor K Harrison (in the Chair)

Councillors S Danks, H Dowle, D Wild, D Appleby, J Rowley and J Rigby
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk) and 3 members of the public
Apologies:     
None 
8142
Matters Arising 

Dog poo situation – Cllr Harrison still waiting for the stickers from Cllr Wild.

New laptop – Clerk still to investigate this.

8143 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 4 September 2023 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Vice-Chair.
8144
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  None
8145
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/23/0776 and 10/23/0369
8146
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
8147
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman September
£1466.66

P R Adams 
September salary 
£  410.00 

J Smith
September salary & expenses
£  968.69

CPRE

Membership fee
£    36.00

HMRC
Income Tax/NI July - Sept
£1143.27 

E.ON Next
Electricity for toilets
£    21.09

SLCC Enterprises Ltd
Training
£    36.00

The Barlow
Room Hire – September
£    60.00

8148
Current Financial Position

Noted:  There was a discussion around the precept for 2024-25.  Looking at the spend to date and the anticipated spend to the end of the year it was agreed to discuss this again at the next meeting before making any final decision.  It was also agreed that financial spend would continue to be looked at on an ongoing basis every 6 months.
8149
Update on Chapeltown Community Garden

Noted:  Cllrs Danks and Dowle and the Clerk met with Philip Broughton and David Spencer from Edgworth & District Horticultural Society on Monday 18 September.  EDHS are happy to work alongside the Parish Council but understand that we are to lead on the Project.  The tree work is due to start on 12 October and after visiting the garden last week it was proposed to ask that the next meeting with the EDHS take place at the garden so that the space can more easily be seen once the tree has been removed and the others cut back.  Cllr Danks has spoken with both neighbours and while they are happy that the work is to commence soon, they have both spoken of their concerns regarding their privacy once the bushes/shrubs are cut back at the bottom of the garden and obviously their privacy will need to be respected as part of the design.  
8150
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· In the Know – Investment and Innovation are Making Lancashire Safer – Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service Annual Service Report for 2022-23 has been published
· In the Know – Lancashire Police arrest over 400 people for anti-social behaviour related offences since July
· In the Know – Commissioner Snowden invests £74k into crime fighting projects
· In the Know – Recent Burglary in the Edgworth area
· In the Know – Suspicious circumstances in Belmont – York paving stones lifted from footpaths etc
· Treescapes – e-mail from Lancashire SLCC offering the services of Treescapes which is a Lancashire County Council project, funded by the Forestry Commission’s Woodland Creation Accelerator Fund.
Virgin Bank – concerns have been raised by the Councillors about the security of the Parish Council’s money in the bank due to the recent issues with the signatories on the account.  There was a discussion about changing to a different bank, but this would be a large undertaking as there are 4 accounts at Virgin.  It was decided to continue to look at other Banks.
Burglaries in the area – residents have expressed concerns regarding the recent burglaries and asked what the Police and NTPC are doing.  When the Deputy Police Commissioner met with the Councillors last year this was an area that was discussed, and the Council will continue to raise this issue on behalf of the residents.
Remembrance Poppies – the Lengthsman has requested the purchase of new poppies to be attached to the lampposts in the district as the previous ones are looking a bit worn after being re-used for the last few years.  Clerk to purchase 40 new poppies together with the wreaths – donation to be given towards the poppies.

Christmas Lights switch-on –Edgworth/Chapeltown usually on last Friday in November (24th) Belmont usually on first Friday in December (1st) – Dates to be confirmed with BwDBC.  

Office space at The Barlow – Clerk to ask The Barlow to invoice every 6 months for the office hire.  It was agreed that the Clerk would continue to look at archiving documents in the office and recycling old magazines etc.  Clerk to price up archive boxes and bring to future meeting for discussion.
Belmont Community Garden – the members of the public in attendance at the meeting asked for the minutes to note the hard work done on the garden by the community  Everything has been purchased through charitable contributions, including the £10 yearly rent payable to United Utilities.  Enquiries had been made to Bolton MBC for help and they offered support, however when an enquiry was made to BwDBC for chippings, they have made no offer – Cllr Rigby to follow this up. The next event organised by the BVRA is the Big Bulb Planting Event on Sunday 15 October – bring a bulb and a bottle!
Comments on Planning Applications Received by 26 September 2023 
10/23/0776
Full Planning Application - Single storey front extension and part conversion of garage to habitable room at 9 Harbour Lane, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/0369
Full Planning Application - Single storey rear extension at San Marino Bar Restaurant, Belmont Road

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 6 November 2023 at  6.45pm in the Library at The Barlow. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.  

…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm
2

